25X1A,;

25X1X

R sy

Approved For Release 2002/07/12" CIA RDP80 00809A000600020037-5 -

s 2ttt PR LT S

. DATE QF

COUNTRY
SUBJECT

CLASSIFICATION SECRET/SECURITY INFORHATION e

centras TeLLIGENCE AGENCGECREFErorT no) - 25X1A
T . ‘
INFORMATION REPOR 25X1A
Czochoslovakia ‘ § DATE DISTR. 29 Mar 52
New Gzech AT Rooket Launcher . © NO.OF PAGES 2
' ' ' 25X1A

PLACE .
ACQUIRED

DATE
ACQUIRED

NO..OF ENCLS, 1

ALISTED BELOW)

SUPPLEMENT TO
REPORT NO.

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

© e

e

'SOURCE

25X1X

10

Je

4o

| | about 30-35 new AT weapons of Czoch manufacture were
delivered to the Czech Army to be used only for training purposes. When the
weapons were oarriod sbout and otherwise not in use, thoy were constantly
covered with a tarpaulin,. .

This new AT weapon, which was obsorve,d for a perlod of one hour during a training
olnss, was called “Pazcerovka" (AT weupon) by overyone who was familiar with

its It hed no othor designation, number or name as far as is known. It is
reported that it roplased the World YWar II German-type Panzerfaust for training
purposes., It is of originel Czech desizn and manufmctursc.

Thore were no identifying marks or plates on the weapon, but it isg helieved that
it war produced at Zbrojovka Brno or Skode~Pilsen. The weapon was not supplied
to any units of the Czeoh Army, except for'training.. The number of weapons

manufactured and future produotion plans are not known.

This new AT weapon would penetrate the armor of any tank in existence at the
maximum effectivo renge of 250 moters. Informmtion on the thickness in coenti=
meters was not given. The weapon wag never obaerved boing firod.

" Tho two sighta, bipod and trigger guards eppearsd to be rcughly and orudely welded

onto the weapon which indicated that the weapon wes of poor quality workmanship
resombling .that of some Sovioet weapons. ~ The rear sight was collapsible forward.
It oould be released and would flip up with a spring action when a small ‘button
was pushed and would vibrete rather atronf K for a fow sooonds when it wag ~
releasod. The conter plece of the rear sight could be raised or lowored. Jn
the 1aft aide of the sight there wero gradustions in either 50 or 100 meters.
Tho lega of the dipod oould first be brought togethor and puahod up & few

inohes into the body and then folded baokwa.rdu.
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EHCLOSURE (A)1 Sketoh of the "Panoerovka", now Czech AT Rockst Launcher.
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Loss pfojeﬁtile, the weapon weighed approximately 7-8 kilograms., The projeotile weighs
approximately two kilopgrams. .

The woapon 18 fired cleotromagnetionrlly. Tho trigger and trigger housinz wvms located
roughly in the middle of the barrel. The roar half portion of the barrel was eovered with
what appeared to be a composition of a wood ~ asbestos type substance, light browvn in color.
I% did not ghine but was not rough. This roar half portion of the barrel was 3lightly
smallor in diemeter than the front portion with the vood-asbestos material making up the
differenoe go that it was flush with the front half and left no uneven surfaces on the
barrel of the wespon. The thicknoss of tho wood-asbestos covoring is ostimated to be
zbout 2~3 mm. No breaks in tho covering material were obsarved which indioates it is ail
in ono plece and fits over the barrel like a sleove and ‘is ramovable, At tho extreme roar
end there is = strip of motal which 1s apparcatly to hold the coverling fram slinping off
and vhich 1s %aken off by removing small sorews, The scrovs are fastened dircetly inte the
metal of the barrel, . . E

The projectile welghs approximately two kilograms and its exterior is shiny. It is loaded
with a hoyllow charge with an additional propelling charge in the YHne~ of tho stem. The
hollow charge is much like that in the German Panzerfrust projectile, In firing position,
the stem of the projectile fits snugly insids the harrel of the weapon with the head part
of the projectile protruding end rosting over the ond of the barrel. The ocutside diameter
ol the barrol is estimated to be aboub six em and the inside dimmeter to be about 47 om.
Accordingly, the stem of the projeotile is s fraction of a mm under 4% em due to its
snug={it inside the barrel. Also, with dimensions given, the thicknesa of the barrel is
approximately 3/4 em, This thickness no doubt accounte for the unusually heavy weizht of
this weapon, being only ‘80 ¢u long. In line with this, the weapon is considercd more
stationary than portable and is to be fired from s prone position only. Firing of the

- weapon from a knooling position, as in the US bazooka, is out of the question.

The weapon had no back or forward charge when fired. Thdu onerpy was zoro at the center of
the weapon with equal emission of the charpge towards front and rear, theruby producing an
even blest of cnergy and no effeet to the operator. The barrel did not heat up, oven at a
high ratec of firs, . . .

In the TO/E of an infantry rifle company there is one of these new AT weapons per zguad of
moite It is not known positively but it is believod that the waapon was fired and “tested :
at tho grounds in Milovice near Prague, sincs all new woapons and cquipment are first N
tosted there before boing supplied for training. B

Basides the "Panoerovya", anothor nower modol &T rooket launcher is gcing to become standard 3
oquipment in tho Czoch Army. It is oalled "Tarasnice”. Training with this weapon was - *
scheduled to commence the latter part of December 1951, but was nostnoned until March 1952
at tho last momont wion an unknown number.of tho "Tarmsnioe" were to bo delivered for
training. Training with the woapon vms changod for the second timo calling for tentative
plans to bogin in Kpril 1952, The new Tarasnice was to be based largely on the featurcs !
of the Germen "Panzerschrek". It was contemplated that a three-msn tesm would opersmta and :
Tire the weapon; 'a firer, leadsr and ammo bearcr. It im suppased to be much more effeotive 3
than tho Pancerovka with o waximum offootive range of 400-500 m.

In a plaaned TO/E, spocial AT defonse units were to be attached direotly to an infantry
battalion headquartora; thore were to be from one to two platoons ogquipped with six of
these Tarasnice (two per squad) in support of riflemen, Details of this now TO/E have not
yet been workod out end theso figures are tentative and subjeot to change. .

o AR o e

The Tarasnive 38 also of Czech manufaocture snd is alao classed ag a hand oortable AI rocxet
launcher,
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ENCIOSURE (A) - SECRET/BECURITL nmommnou ‘ . . % 25X1A
"pANCEROVKA" New “zech /T Rocket Leuncher :
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